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Did you know....?
Our Newsletter has a new name and purpose...to inform and engage all interested people of the good work we do...and to invite you to join the Friends of GDAY.  Together we are a community that cares!

The 2008 Youth Risk Behavior Survey results are in to the GDR school district?  Keep an eye out for notices on upcoming community forums to discuss these important results.  If you cannot attend a forum, check out the results on the district website in February ’09!
GDAY has started a new committee...the GD Middle School Advisory Group.  Joining a team of GDAY leaders are 25 middle school students and parents as we discuss current issues, ideas and concerns among middle school students and families.  Our first sessions have focused on bullying and peer pressure.  Our middle school advisory group would like you to know:
· Through student workshops and parent forums, this important topic is being discussed.
· Students would like parents and other concerned adults to talk MORE about bullying, developing strategies for dealing with bullies and internet/cyber-bullying.  Discussion is important.

· Even though there are zero tolerance policies for bullying at school, bullying is still a problem at home, in your neighborhoods, on the playground, at the bus stop and on sports teams.  Talk to kids about their experiences and don’t hesitate to help out if you think someone is being bullied.

Community Reading Day...a long standing GDAY and elementary school tradition is set for February 3, 2009!  The focus is all about respect, friendship and tolerance! If you would like to learn more or get involved, contact Becky Werner at bwerner@g-day.org.
Our Next GDAY Steering Committee Meeting is January 7, 2009 from 7-8:30pm in the GDRMS North Library.  
Building Family and Saving $$!  Winter is HERE!
· Check with your children’s teachers about classroom temperatures and proper clothing requirements for outdoor winter recess!  A spare pair of mittens or a sweatshirt can make recess more comfortable!
· Check with our local libraries for free passes to area museums and educational programs.
· Turn off the TV and have game night.  Not only will you have lots of fun, you’ll be saving energy.  TVs and recording devices eat lots of electricity!
· Check on your neighbors...especially the elderly or those who live alone.  
· Looking for an economical supper with a twist?  Try having breakfast for dinner...French toast is a great way to use up day old bread!
From the GPD and DPD:

· Winter is here and so are icy roads.  Drive cautiously.  Visit www.weather.com for winter driving safety tips.
· Know the rules of the road and area speed limits...if you are pulled over, be attentive and listen to the officer.  Cooperation counts!
· There have been a number of home and auto break-ins.  Remember to lock your doors.  Do not leave valuables in plain sight.  Call the police if you notice suspicious activity in your neighborhood or parking lot.
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