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Are you a Groton or Dunstable elementary school parent who would like to take part in GDAY initiatives? For more information on how you can become involved in GDAY community initiatives contact Betsy Dolan at elizdolan@gmail.com.

Building Family –on a budget

· Happy Valentine's Day! Valentine's Day is a wonderful opportunity for kids to learn how to show appreciation and love for the people they care about. 
· Children learn best from modeling their parents- make the most of the holiday by showing kids how to give and receive love.

· Concerned about rampant commercialism? Encourage your child to make his valentines.  Stock up on art supplies – and make sure that your child starts early – it can be pretty stressful if a child is trying to make 20-plus valentines in one sitting.

· By watching you give gifts of kindness, time, compassion, respect, and thoughtfulness to the people you love --- not just on holidays but throughout the year -- they will learn that "I love you" means so much more than three words inscribed on a candy heart.
Parent-to-Parent Network:
Eat & Talk Your Way from House to House in This Neighborhood Party
Knowing your neighbors is important for parents and children!  Host a progressive dinner party this Valentines Day with your friends or neighbors, where you get to “progress” from house to house for different parts of the meal!
Based on the Search Institute's "40 Developmental Assets", neighbors play an important role in helping children make wise decisions, choose positive paths, and grow up to become competent, caring, responsible adults.
If you would like a free guide to hosting a progressive dinner with your neighbors, including sample invitations, please contact Michelle at mhutchins@g-day.org
THE SAFE HOMES PLEDGE:

· I will actively supervise parties or gatherings in my home.

· I welcome calls from other parents when my child is hosting a party or gathering at my home
· I will call the parents for a Safe Home confirmation when my child is attending a party or gathering.

· I will not serve minors or allow minors access to alcoholic beverages, tobacco or other drugs in my home or on my property.

· I give permission to include my name and phone number in a SAFE HOMES directory, so that other parents can contact me.  I understand that only those that have signed the pledge will have access to this directory.

I pledge to support our teens by ensuring that teen gatherings in my home are supervised and alcohol and drug-free. 

Parent Name: _______________________Parent Name:____________________
Parent Signature: ____________________Parent Signature:_________________

Address: __________________________________________________________
Telephone #: _______________________Email: __________________________

Grade Level of your Children__________________________________________

Return this pledge to: GDAY, P.O. Box 328 Groton, MA 01450 or email to mhutchins@g-day.org

The GDAY Newsletter








_1120986327

