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August 12, 2010
Dear Parents:

Results from the 2008 YRBS (Youth Risk Behavior Survey) shows that there has been a decline in underage drinking almost every year since the first survey in 2000.  This is very promising!  This means prevention and awareness are working!  Unfortunately, the survey shows that 26.1% of 8’th graders reported drinking alcohol other than for religious reasons.  7% of 8’th graders started drinking before the age of 12.  By high school, 60% of respondents report having at least one drink of alcohol on at least one occasion (other than for religious reasons) and 12% report starting drinking before age 12.

According to www.stopalcoholabuse.gov, students who start drinking before age 15 are 5 times more likely to become alcoholics.  None of us can guarantee that our children won't try alcohol or drugs at some point, but doing everything in our power to delay the use of alcohol is important and it’s the law.  The legal drinking age is 21.  It is against the law to serve or provide alcohol to underage guests.  You may be prosecuted criminally including imprisonment, or you may be sued civilly.  Even if you do not serve underage guests, do you know where your teenagers are?  The 2008 YRBS reports that 6% of 8th graders report having been at a party held in homes in the school district where alcohol use by teens is allowed by adults.  27.5% of HS students report having been at a party held in homes in the school district where alcohol use by teens is allowed by adults. (By grade 12 that number is 48.3%)

In response to the YRBS, Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth (GDAY) has reinstated the SAFE HOMES program.  This initiative supports the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Social Host Liability Law, educating parents and students about underage drinking and its consequences.  The first step in this initiative is to develop a Safe Homes Pledge, promoting dialogue, strategies and expectations among families and our communities regarding the reduction and prevention of underage drinking.  We believe that a common set of expectations will be a source of guidance, comfort and positive youth development for parents, students, and other youth/community stakeholders. 

By signing this pledge, we confirm that as parents in our community, we will take steps to prevent underage drinking and drug use in our homes and at organized activities.  We promise to each other and our children that overall health and safety are our primary goals. And we promise to make educated decisions with regard to the prevention and reduction of youth risk behavior.
The pledge is a good faith promise, not a legal contract.  Please take the time to review and sign the pledge with your family.  The pledge can be emailed to mhutchins@g-day.org, dropped off at GDMS, or mailed to GDAY, P.O. Box 328 Groton, MA 01450.  For more information regarding SAFEHOMES and to download a pledge form, go to  www.g-day.org.  On behalf of the parents and teens in the Groton Dunstable community, we thank you for your concern and support of this effort. 

If you are one of the many families that have already signed the pledge, and you do not contact GDAY to inform us of any changes,  then you will remain in the SAFEHOMES directory.
For more information on or to become involved with the Safe Homes Program, please contact Michelle at mhutchins@g-day.org.

Sincerely,

Michelle Hutchins
Parent-to-Parent Network, GDAY

Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth
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SAFE HOMES PLEDGE

For the safety of our community and families
Safe Homes is an effort to establish a voluntary network of parents whom are concerned about alcohol and drug use at pre-teen and teen parties and gatherings. Groton Dunstable Alliance for Youth, Groton Police Department, and the Groton Dunstable Middle and High School endorse this program. 

We are asking parents to make a pledge to support our teenagers by providing alcohol- and drug-free, supervised gatherings in our homes and community. The pledge is not legally binding, but is a statement of concern and intent. We hope to encourage communication between families, as we support one another in making a positive environment for our children, by providing a directory of contact information for those who wish to participate. 

THE SAFE HOMES PLEDGE:

· I will actively supervise parties or gatherings in my home.

· I welcome calls from other parents when my child is hosting a party or gathering at my home
· I will call the parents for a Safe Home confirmation when my child is attending a party or gathering.

· I will not serve minors or allow minors access to alcoholic beverages, tobacco or other drugs in my home or on my property.

· I give permission to include my name and phone number in a SAFE HOMES directory, so that other parents can contact me.  I understand that only those that have signed the pledge will have access to this directory.

I pledge to support our teens by ensuring that teen gatherings in my home are supervised and alcohol and drug-free. 

Parent Name: _______________________Parent Name:____________________
Parent Signature: ____________________Parent Signature:_________________

Address: __________________________________________________________
Telephone #: _______________________Email: __________________________

Grade Level of your Children__________________________________________

Return this pledge to: GDAY, P.O. Box 328 Groton, MA 01450 , GDMS, or scan and email   mhutchins@g-day.org
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